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The Epistle of  Saint John’s 
The Episcopal Church in Park Slope 

The Third Sunday of Lent 
Low Mass 9 am, Sunday School and Choral High Mass 11 am 

 
PARISH WEB SITE  PARISH CALENDAR  PARISH PHOTOS  OUR PARISH HISTORY  ALTAR SCHEDULE  

 

TONIGHT!  

       DON’T MISS IT! 

Join us this evening (Friday, March 05, 

2010) at 7 pm for Stations of the 

Cross and our second Lenten Lecture 

and Discussion program.  Since HBO is 

using our Undercroft today we will meet in the Guild Room.  Bring a Dish to 

share with others ς or just come there is usually plenty of food.  Tonight we 

will consider the Synoptic Gospels ς Matthew, Mark and Luke.  What makes 

ǘƘŜƳ ά{ȅƴƻǇǘƛŎέΚ  Iƻǿ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΚ  wŜŀŘ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ 

Gospel if you have a chance before our meeting. 

NEXT FRIDAY we will concentrate on the Gospel of St. Mark ς Teacher and 

Disciples 

Scope: Because Mark teaches his readers by showing rather telling, the drama 

of discipleship in his narrative serves to instruct his readers concerning their 

own allegiance to Jesus. Jesus appears as a teacher who calls disciples 

(learners) to be with him. But his verbal teaching is difficult (see Mark, 

chapters 4 and 13), and his example is frightening. His chosen disciples, 

moreover, are portrayed in negative terms. They are slow to understand and, 

worse, are disloyal. Mark constructs the narrative of Jesus' journey to 

Jerusalem in chapters 8-10 as an instruction on the nature of discipleship: 

Readers are to imitate him, not his first followers. 

Prepare: Read Mark with careful attention to chapters highlighted above. 

SPRING CLEANUP AT ST. JOHN’S!   

We are looking for some Willing Workers!  Come and lend a hand as we clean up 
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Coming Events  

at Saint Johnôs 

Tonight.  Stations of the Cross and 

Lenten Program II 7 PM 

 

Sunday, March 7.  The Third Sunday in 

Lent. Low Mass at 9 a.m.             

11 a.m. Sunday School in the 

Undercroft and Solemn Choral 

Mass in the church. Recorder 

lessons resume in the Guild Room 

directly after 11 a.m. mass.  

 

St. Margaretôs Guild also meets   

today. 

 

Outreach Committee Meeting 

after 11 am Mass 

 

Wednesday, March 10. 6:30 p.m. 

Finance Committee meeting.  

 

Friday, March 12.  Friday evening 

Lenten series continues.                 

7 p.m. Stations of the Cross. 
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after a really rough winter on Saturday, March 27 from 10 am ï about 3 pm.  Projects 

currently include cleaning pews (especially the choir loft pews) with Murphyôs Oil, 

changing light bulbs that have burned out, good solid cleaning the Altar and Sacristy, 

and maybe a bit of work in the garden and patio ï weather permitting.   

FREE FOOD:  The parish will sponsor pizza for all Willing Workers! 

 

 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism will next be offered at  Easter Vigil Saturday, 

April 3, at 8 p.m.   Pick up a baptismal application from the Parish Office or click here 

to download one in Acrobat Reader Format ï print it out, fill it in and return it today!   

In order for your child to be baptized, parents must attend instruction with the Rector 

on Saturday, March 20, at 11 a.m. in the Guild Room.   

 

Outreach Committee Meeting, Sunday March 7 
Anyone who would like to work with our Lenten Outreach Project is invited to meet with the 

Rector in the Guild Room after the 11 am Mass to explore the needs of those in the world 

around us and consider in what small ways we may help those in need. 

Confirmation Class for Youth will also begin soon but the Rector needs someone to work 

with him in teaching the class.  If you would like to work with the Rector and the Youth 

Confirmation Class Click here!  If you have a teenager who is ready for Instructions and who 
has already spent the past year as a member of our Teen Youth click here for an application.  
Print it out, fill it in, and send or bring it to the parish office. 

Confirmation Classes for Adults will begin soon after Easter.  If you would like to study 

with us for a few weeks and then be confirmed when Bishop Larry visits us in June Click here 

for an Application.  Print it out, fill it in, and mail or send it back to the parish office.  The 

Rector will then work with those who sign up to choose dates and times for the 4 or 5 classes 

that would suite most peopleôs schedule. 

                            SUGGESTED READING FOR LENT: 

The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith by 
Timothy Keller 

ñThis short book is meant to lay out the essentials of the Christian 

message, the gospel." So begins Timothy Keller's new book The Prodigal 

God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith. Keller targets both 

seekers who are unfamiliar with the gospel and  longtime church members 

who may not feel the need for a primer on the gospel.  

 

Keller's book, as the provocative title suggests, is built on one of Jesus' 

most famous stories: the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15). Keller 

consents that "on the surfac e of it, the narrative is not all that gripping." 

But, he contends that "if the teaching of Jesus is likened to a lake, this 

famous Parable of the Prodigal Son would be one of the clearest spots 

Followed by Add-a-Dish Lenten 

Supper in the Undercroft and 

Lenten Program and Discussion 

on Jesus and the Gospels. Week 

#3: The Gospel of Mark:   

Teacher and Disciples 

 

Saturday, March 13.  SJC Book Club 

sponsors Movie Night at 5:30 

p.m. Join us in the Undercroft to 

watch Ridley Scottôs Kingdom of 

Heaven, about the conflict 

between Christians and Muslims 

over Jerusalem during the 

Crusades. Discussion of film over 

Add-a-Dish meal.  Parental 

Discretion.  This movie contains 

graphic violence. 

 

Sunday, March 14. The Fourth Sunday in 

Lent. Low Mass at 9 a.m. 11 a.m. 

Sunday School in the Undercroft 

and Solemn Choral Mass in the 

church. Monthly ingathering for  

the soup kitchen and pantry of 

Christian Help in Park Slope 

(CHIPS).     

 

Recorder lessons resume in the 

Guild Room directly after 11 a.m. 

mass.  

 

All women of St. Johnôs Church 

are invited to meet in the 

Undercroft after 11 a.m. mass 

to discuss and organize possible 

activities for the spring.  

 

Wednesday, March 17.  The Vestry 

meets in the Guild Room at 6:30 

p.m. 

 

Friday, March 19.  Friday evening 

Lenten series continues. 7 p.m. 

Stations of the Cross. Followed 

by Add-a-Dish Lenten Supper in 

the Undercroft and Lenten 

Program and discussion  on Jesus 

and the    Gospels. Week #4: The 

Gospel of         Matthew ï  The 

Messiah of  Israel. 

 

Saturday, March 20.  11 a.m. Baptismal 

instruction in the Guild Room 

with the Rector for parents and 

sponsors of baptismal  

candidates.  

 

Friday, March 26.  Friday evening 

Lenten series continues. 7 p.m. 
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where we can see all the way to the bottom." Keller has taugh t from this 

passage many times over the years, and says, "I have seen more people 

encouraged, enlightened, and helped by this passage, when I explained the 

true meaning of it, than by any other text."  

 

The book is laid out in seven brief chapters which ai m to uncover the 

extravagant (prodigal) grace of God, as revealed in this parable. Keller 

shows how the parable describes two kinds of "lost" people, not just one. 

Most people can identify the lostness of the "prodigal son," the younger 

brother in Jesus' s tory, who takes his inheritance early and squanders it on 

riotous living. But Keller shows that the "elder brother" in the parable is no 

less lost. Together, the two brothers are illustrations of two kinds of people 

in the world. "Jesus uses the younger an d elder brothers to portray the two 

basic ways people try to find happiness and fulfillment: the way of moral 

conformity and the way of self -discovery." Both brothers are in the wrong, 

and when we see this, we discover a radical redefinition of what is wro ng 

with us. "Nearly everyone defines sin as breaking a list of rules. Jesus, 

though, shows us that a man who has violated nothing on the list of moral 

misbehaviors may be every bit as spiritually lost as the most profligate, 

immoral person. Why? Because si n is not just breaking the rules, it is 

putting yourself in the place of God as Savior, Lord and Judge just as each 

son sought to displace the authority of the father in his own life." As these 

quotes hint, Keller's exposition of the two sons lays the grou ndwork for a 

penetrating analysis and critique of both moral relativists on the liberal left 

and religious moralists on the conservative right, showing that the latter 

are just as lost as the former. What both need is Jesus, whom Keller 

presents as "the tr ue elder brother," the one who comes to our rescue at 

his own expense. Through his grace, we are given hope and invited to the 

great feast of the Father.  

 

As with Keller's preaching, this book is intelligent and winsome, combining 

thoughtful reflection on  both text and culture with searching heart 

application. Keller's book is effectively illustrated with a liberal use of 

stories and quotations from literature, movies, and the arts. Most 

impor tantly, the book orients the reader's heart to the hope of the g ospel 
of God's grace revealed in Christ.  

Available at Amazon for $11.20 in paperback and at other fine Bookstores.  

Recommended by the Rector, description above from Amazon.Com.    

 

The weather has impacted attendance and attendance has 

impacted donations in the past few weeks.  A vicious cycle!  But 

even if you are unable to attend you can still make your 

donation to St. Johnôs Church today ï  

Use your Credit Card or PayPal Account 

Click the button to donate to   

Saint Johnôs General Fund Offering 

 

Stations of the Cross. Followed 

by Add-a-Dish Lenten Supper in 

the Undercroft and Lenten 

Program and discussion on Jesus 

and the Gospels.   Week #5: The 

Gospel of Luke ï        The 

Prophet and the People. 

 

Saturday, March 27.  Parish Work Day 

at  St. Johnôs Church, 10 a.m. 

To 3 p.m. Help prepare our 

sanctuary for the joyous Easter 

season. Please speak to Buildings 

and Grounds Committee 

Chairman Larry Bickford, and 

then sign up in the Narthex for a 

work team assigned to specific 

indoor chores. 

 

Sunday, March 28.  Palm Sunday (The 

Sunday of the Passion).  Low 

Mass at 9 a.m. 11 a.m. Sunday 

School in the Undercroft and 

Solemn Choral Mass in the 

church.    Recorder lessons 

resume in the Guild Room 

directly after 11 a.m. mass. 

               

             Annual Altar Guild Baked 

Goods Sale in the               

Undercroft after mass. 

COMING UP AFTER EASTER 

 

Sunday, April 18 The 184
th

 Anniversary 

of our Parish!  Celebration will 

include the Choir from St. Johnôs 

Chapel, Oxford England!  A 

reception will be offered 

afterwards in the Garden (weather 

permitting).  Come and bring 

friends and help us celebrate at 11 

am! 

 

Sunday, April 25.  A Concert with 

Krista at 2 

pm.  Christa 

Weaver is a 

talented and 

recorded 

musician 

who offers 

her talents to 

us at St. 

Johnôs to help pay for our new 

boiler.  Tickets for the musical 

afternoon include lunch between 

the 11 am Mass and the 

performance.  Cost: $20 in 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=6618777


VIDEO OF THE WEEK  

 

Who Are We? An interesting short video by and about Episcopalians.   

Donôt miss it ï Click here! 

advance or $25 at the door.  

Benefit the Boiler Fund.   

             Come and bring lots of friends! 

Click here to view Kristaôs Website and to 

order some of her current music! 

 

Buy your tickets today and 

save!  Click here!  
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